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“I AM A COLLECTION
OF ODDITIES, A

CIRCUS OF NEURONS
AND ELECTRONS: MY

HEART IS THE
RINGMASTER, MY

SOUL IS THE TRAPEZE
ARTIST, AND THE

WORLD IS MY
AUDIENCE. IT SOUNDS
STRANGE BECAUSE IT

IS, AND IT IS,
BECAUSE I AM

STRANGE.”

HOLD THE
ROMANCE!

TEENS 

CONTACT

1 5 9 5  B u r n s  S t r e e t
W e s t  L i n n ,  O R  9 7 0 6 8

w e s t l i n n l i b r a r y . o r g

5 0 3 - 7 4 2 - 6 1 7 8

C a i t r i n  L e n a r t z
T e e n  L i b r a r i a n

c l e n a r t z @ w e s t l i n n o r e g o n . g o v

I N C L U S I V E

BOOKS THAT SKIP OR GO EASY
ON THE MUSHY STUFF.



The Knife  of  Never  Lett ing Go 
Patr ick  Ness  (T  NESS,  P)
Todd Hewitt  i s  the only  boy in  a
town of  men.  Ever  s ince the sett lers
were infected with  the Noise germ,
Todd can hear  everything the men
think,  and they can hear  everything
he th inks.  Todd is  just  a  month
away from becoming a  man,  but  in   

the midst  of  the cacophony,  he knows that  the
town is  h id ing something from him - -  something
so awful  that  Todd is  forced to  f lee with  only  h is
dog,  whose s imple,  loyal  voice he hears  too.  With
host i le  men from the town in  pursuit ,  the two
stumble upon a  strange and eer i ly  s i lent
creature:  a  g i r l .  Who is  she? Why wasn't  she
ki l led by the germ l ike  a l l  the other  females  on
New World? 

Going Bovine
L ibba Bray (T  BRAY,  L )
Al l  16-year-old  Cameron wants  i s  to  get  through
high school-and l i fe  in  general -with  a  minimum of
effort .  I t ' s  not  a  lot  to  ask.  But  that 's  before he's
g iven some bad news:  he's  s ick  and he's  going to
die.  Which tota l ly  sucks.  Hope arr ives  in  the
winged form of  Dulc ie ,  a  loopy punk
angel/poss ib le  hal luc inat ion with  a  bad sugar
habit .  She te l l s  Cam there is  a  cure- i f  he's  wi l l ing
to go in  search of  i t .  With the help  of  a  death-
obsessed,  v ideo-gaming dwarf  and a  yard gnome,
Cam sets  of f  on the mother  of  a l l  road tr ips
through a  twisted America  into the heart  of  what
matters  most .

The Inexpl icable  Logic  of  My
Life
Benjamin Al i re  Saenz
(T  SAENZ,  B)
Sal  used to  know his  p lace with
his  adopt ive gay father ,  their
lov ing Mexican American
fami ly ,  and his  best  f r iend,
Samantha.  But  i t ' s  senior  year ,
and suddenly  Sa l  i s  throwing 

punches,  quest ioning everything,  and real iz ing
he no longer  knows himsel f .  I f  Sa l ' s  not  who he
thought  he was,  who is  he?

A List  of  Cages
Robin Roe (T  ROE,  R)
When Adam Blake lands  the best  e lect ive ever  in
his  senior  year ,  serv ing as  an a ide to  the school
psychologist ,  he th inks  he's  got  i t  made.  Sure,  i t
means a  lot  of  s i t t ing  around,  which isn ' t  easy
for  a  guy with  ADHD,  but  he can't  complain,
s ince he gets  to  spend the per iod text ing a l l  h is
fr iends.  Then the doctor  asks  h im to track  down
the troubled freshman who keeps dodging her ,
and Adam discovers  that  the boy is  Ju l ian--the
foster  brother  he hasn't  seen in  f ive  years .
Adam is  ecstat ic  to  be reunited.  At  f i rst ,  Ju l ian
seems l ike  the boy he once knew.  He's  st i l l  k ind
hearted.  He st i l l  wr i tes  stor ies  and loves  p icture
books  meant  for  l i t t le  k ids .  But  as  they spend
more t ime together,  Adam real izes  that  Ju l ian is
keeping secrets ,  l ike  where he h ides  dur ing the
middle  of  the day,  and what 's  real ly  going on
ins ide h is  house.  Adam is  determined to  help
him,  but  h is  involvement  could  cost  both boys
their  l ives .

A Thousand Steps into Night
Traci  Chee (T  CHEE,  T)
In  the realm of  Awara,  where
gods,  monsters ,  and humans ex ist
s ide by s ide,  Miuko is  an ordinary
gir l  res igned to  a  safe,  i f
uneventful ,  ex istence as  an
innkeeper 's  daughter .  But  when
Miuko is  cursed and begins  to
transform into a  

demon with a  deadly  touch,  she embarks  on a
quest  to  reverse the curse and return to  her
normal  l i fe .  A ided by a  th iev ing magpie  spir i t  and
cont inuously  thwarted by a  demon pr ince,  Miuko
must  outfox  tr icksters ,  escape demon hunters ,
and negot iate  with  fera l  gods  i f  she wants  to
make i t  home again.  But  with  her  transformat ion
comes power and freedom she never  even
dreamed of ,  and she' l l  have to  decide i f  sav ing
her  soul  i s  worth try ing to  cram hersel f  back into
an ordinary  l i fe  that  no longer  f i ts  her . . .  and
perhaps never  d id.

 A  Long Stretch of  Bad Days
Mindy McGinnis  (T  MCGINNIS,  M)
A l i fet ime of  hard work has  put  Lydia  Chass  on
track to  attend a  prest ig ious  journal ism program
and leave Henley behind--unt i l  a  school  error
leaves  her  a  credit  short  of  graduat ing.  Br ista l
Jamison has  a  bad reputat ion and a  foul  mouth,
but  she a lso  needs one more credit  to  graduate.
An unexpected partnership  forms as  the two
remake Lydia 's  town history  podcast  to
invest igate the Long Stretch of  Bad Days--a  week
when Henley was h i t  by  a  tornado,  a  f lash food,
as  wel l  as  i ts  f i rst ,  only ,  and unsolved murder.  As
their  invest igat ion unearths  bur ied secrets ,  some
don't  want  them to see the l ight .  When the
threats  escalate,  the g i r ls  have to  uncover  the
truth before the dark  h istory  of  Henley catches
up with  them.

L G B T Q  +  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n A w a r d  W i n n e r

Vespert ine
Margaret  Rogerson (T  ROGERSON,  M)
The dead of  Lorai l le  do not  rest .  I f  the bodies  of
the deceased are not  c leansed so their  souls  can
pass  on,  they wi l l  r i se  as  sp ir i ts  with  a  ravenous
hunger  for  the l iv ing.  When her  convent  i s
attacked by possessed sold iers ,  Artemis ia
defends i t  by  awakening an ancient  sp ir i t  bound
to a  sa int 's  re l ic .  I t  i s  a  revenant,  a  malevolent
being that  threatens  to  possess  her  the moment
she drops her  guard.  But  Artemis ia  i s  desperate
against  the sold iers ,  and turns  to  the last
remaining expert  for  help:  the revenant  i tse l f .

Mosquitoland
David  Arnold  (T  ARNOLD,  D)
IAfter  the sudden col lapse of
her  fami ly ,  Mim Malone is
dragged from her  home in
northern Ohio to  the
"wastelands"  of  Miss iss ippi ,
where she l ives  in  a
medicated mi l ieu with  her
dad and new stepmom. Before 

the dust  has  a  chance to  sett le ,  she learns  her
mother  i s  s ick  back in  C leveland.
 So she d i tches  her  new l i fe  and hops aboard a
northbound Greyhound bus  to  her  real  home and
her  real  mother,  meet ing a  quirky  cast  of  fe l low
travelers  a long the way.  But  when her  thousand-
mi le  journey takes  a  few turns  she could  never
see coming,  Mim must  confront  her  own demons,
redef in ing her  not ions  of  love,  loyalty ,  and what
i t  means to  be sane.

Radio S i lence
Al ice  Oseman (T  OSEMAN, A)
Frances  has  a lways  been a  study
machine with  one goal :  e l i te
univers i ty .  Nothing wi l l  s tand in
her  way.  Not  f r iends,  not  a  gui l ty
secret- -not  even the person she
is  on the ins ide.
But  when Frances  meets  Aled,  the
shy genius  behind her  favor i te  

podcast ,  she d iscovers  a  new freedom. He
unlocks  the door  to  Real  Frances  and for  the f i rst
t ime she exper iences  true fr iendship,  unafra id  to
be hersel f .  Then the podcast  goes  v i ra l  and the
fragi le  trust  between them is  broken.
Caught  between who she was and who she longs
to be,  Frances 's  dreams come crashing down.
Suffocat ing with  gui l t ,  she knows that  she has  to
confront  her  past .  

Piecing Me Together
Renee Watson (T  WATSON,  R)
Tired of  being s ingled out  at  her  most ly-white
pr ivate school  as  someone who needs support ,
h igh school  junior  Jade would rather  part ic ipate
in  the school 's  amazing Study Abroad program
than jo in  Women to Women,  a  mentorship
program for  at-r isk  g i r ls .


